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October 2021 Friend Public School 

Sophomores Study ‘Westward Movement’ 
 

The Sophomore American History class recently completed a unit of study on westward movement.  The class 
spent a beautiful day, Wednesday, September 22nd, visiting Homestead National Monument near Beatrice and 

Rock Creek Station east of Fairbury as part of this study of westward movement.  The morning was spent touring 
Homestead National Monument’s visitors’ center and viewing the movie ‘Land of Dreams,’ using GPS handheld 
devices and compasses to find historical points of interest on the Homestead’s prairie and a visit to the Freeman 
one room school house.  After lunch, the students viewed the new orientation video in the visitor’s center before 

retracing a portion of the Oregon and Pony Express Trails at Rock Creek Station State Historical Park near  
Fairbury.  Students also visited the site of the legendary shooting of David McCanless by Wild Bill Hickok.  

Those students attending included:  Nathan Carlson, Laura Casper, Aaliyah Cook, Madison Cropp,  
Spencer Eberspacher, LillyAnn Ellison, Preston Knollenberg, Jacey Krotzer, Mandy Landis, Jake Leif, Breckan 

Schluter, Mason Semler, Shyann Smith, Harley Vajgrt, and Halona Wootton. Paul Martin was the sponsor of this  
field trip. 



 From the  

   Superintendent’s Desk 

A new season is upon us, and it is evident with the cooler temperatures and shorter days. 
Change is one thing that is always consistent, whether it be the seasons or something in our 
school. I am ready to turn in the summertime attire for jackets and jeans!   
 
Speaking of changes, I have witnessed some very positive ones in our school this year. Our 
new staff is settling in well and making great strides with our students. Changes that we have 
made within the last two years in math and science curriculum continue to push our students 
and increase knowledge and the rate at which they learn it. We have received our first delivery 
of beef from the Purple Ribbon Meat Program and have positive feedback from our students 
on the quality of the beef. Our school budget was approved last month with a unanimous vote 
by the board of education. The board has given me great support and guidance when creating a 
school budget and continues to offer students many opportunities for a small town. The budget 
is in good shape and is continually monitored to ensure our offerings remain sustainable.  
 
Here at FPS, we are constantly working at finding ways to meet the needs of all students and 
work collaboratively as a staff to identify those needs. Sometimes we have to rethink and/or 
change our roles and responsibilities to better equip our students and staff.   
 
I always look forward to change and the opportunities and positive additions it can bring to our 
school. "Because we have always done it that way,” is not the only response when it comes to 
how we do business. We value the input from our students, staff, and especially our communi-
ty. If you ever have any ideas or concerns, please know you are welcome to come in and share. 
We value your input and strive to continually meet the needs of our students. 
 
Derek Anderson 
Superintendent 

Homecoming Royalty 2021!! 
 

Front left to right: 
Christian Weber, Vivian Weber 

King-JB Drake 
Queen-Cameryn Brandt 

Cooper Girmus 



Stutzman’s Side Notes  
    

“You Learn Something New Every Day” 

The month of September has come and gone, and we are moving into October. 
Our staff and students have wrapped up MAPS testing. We use this data to gear our 
lessons and find which areas students need more help in to be successful. We were 
very proud of our students, and many of them made improvements on their scores 
from the previous time taking the test in the spring. It was wonderful to see their 
growth but also give our staff information about areas in which everyone can improve.  

Thank you very much to the parents who took the time to come and meet with 
their child’s teacher(s) at conferences. We enjoy working with you to ensure your 
child’s success!  

7th-12th Grade Students and Families- Just a reminder that if your child has 
two grades that are in the “D” range (70-76%) or one F (69% and below) he/she is re-
quired to attend W.I.T. (Wednesday Intervention Time) after school from 3:30-4:15. 
You are responsible for making sure they  
attend and that they also have a ride home afterwards. This a great  
opportunity for students to work with the teachers and get their grades up.  

 

Thank you very much for your continued support of our students and staff! 

Liz Stutzman- Principal Friend Public School 
 

Upcoming Dates: 

October 7th: Fire Safety Day 

October 15th: End of 1st Quarter  

October 19th: Flu Clinic at school 

October 20th: Picture Retakes  

October 21st: 2:00 Release 

October 22nd: Fall Break NO SCHOOL 

October 25-29th: Red Ribbon Week  

October 28th: Preschool Halloween (Fall) Parties 

October 29th: Halloween (Fall) Parties for Kindergarten-6th Grade  

ATTENTION PARENTS & COMMUNITY PATRONS: 

Please do not park on the west side of the building from 2:00-4:00 Monday-Friday. 

Thank you! 



By Ms. Amy Hottovy, School Counselor 
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Breakfast Pizza 

Chicken Strips 

Mashed Potatoes 

Gravy 

Bread/Butter 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

      Monday         Tuesday        Wednesday         Thursday                 Friday 

Breakfast Bites 

Hamburger/Bun 

Baked Beans 

 
 

 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Pancakes 

Soft Shelled Taco 

Toppings 

Shredded Cheese 

Corn 

Bread/Butter 
 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Breakfast Wrap 

Chicken Quesadilla 

Cooked Carrots 

Bread/Butter 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

Cinnamon Rolls 

Hot Turkey  

Sandwich 

Green Beans 

Bread/Butter 
 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Chocolate Covered 

Mini Donuts 

Hot Ham/Cheese 

Chips 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

Breakfast Wrap 

Spaghetti 

Breadsticks 

Shredded Cheese 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

2:00 out 

 

NO  

 

SCHOOL 
 

Donuts 

Hot Dog/Bun 

Chili 

Shredded Cheese 

 
 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Cherry Strudel 

Chicken Nuggets  

Mashed Potatoes 

Gravy 

Bread/Butter 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

2:00 out 

Biscuits & Gravy 

Stuffed Crust 

Cheese Pizza 

Pudding 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

2:00 out 

Donuts 

Breaded Chicken 

Patty/Bun 

Jell-O 

Cheesy Broccoli 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Egg, Bacon Pizza 

Cheese Flatbread 

Cooked Carrots 

 

 
 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Scrambled Eggs 

Hamburger/Bun 

Green Beans 

 
 

 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

French Toast 

Mandarin Orange 

Chicken 

Rice 

Bread/Butter 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Chocolate, Choc. 

Chip Muffin 

Fiestada 

Rice 

Churros 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

2:00 out 

Breakfast Pizza 

Mini Corn Dogs 

Tator Tots 

 

 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

Chocolate Chip 

Mini Loaf 

Sloppy Joes 

Potato Smiles 
Butterscotch Brownies 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

Egg Omelet 

Chicken Sticks 

Mashed Potatoes 

Gravy 

Bread/Butter 

 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

Breakfast Bites 

Meaty Nachos 

Toppings 

Shredded Cheese 

 

 
 

Fruit & Veggie Bar 

Chocolate Choc. 

Chip Muffins 

Subs 

Chips 

Cookie 

 
Fruit & Veggie Bar 

 

2:00 out 

Friend Public School is an equal opportunity provider. 



7-12 Fall Concert 
7:00 

1 2      

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
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24 

 
 

 Sunday   Monday      Tuesday      Wednesday         Thursday     Friday        Saturday 

 
Picture Retakes 

COLUMBUS DAY 

JH FB vs. Giltner/

Heartland  (Friend) 4:00 

JV FB vs. Lawr-Nelson  

(Friend) 6:00 

JH VB vs. Shelby-RC 

4:30 

BOE—Media Center 

7:30 

County Government 

Day Wilber 

 

VB Sub-Districts 

@ TBA 

For the most current and  

up to date information, please go to: 

http://www.pioneerconference.org 

and click on Friend  

or check the calendar on the  

school website:  

https://friendbulldogs.socs.net 

2:00 out 

2:00 out 

2:00 out 

FB Playoffs 2nd  

Round TBD 

 

 

 

 

FB @ Amherst 

7:00  

 

 

 

 

 

2:00 out 
 

FB @ Heartland  

7:00 

 

SB Sub-Districts  

TBA 

 

 

 

JH VB @ Dorchester 

Inv. 9:00 

 

Marching Band @ 

Harvest of Harmony 

(GI) 

VB vs. Heartland 

3:00 

 

Marching Band @ 

Melody Roundup 

(Hastings) 

 

SB Sub-Districts  

TBA 

JH VB @ Osceola 

4:00 
 

JH & JV FB vs. 

Shelby-RC  

(in Milligan)  

4:30/6:00 
 

SB Sub-Districts  

TBA 

 

 

 

 

JV VB @ Shickley 
(BDS Tourney) 

9:00 

 

 
End of 1st Quarter 

 
EMF FFA Officer 

Meeting in Friend 

2:30 

FB vs. Southern 

(Milligan) 7:00 

2:00 Out  
 

NO SCHOOL 
 

VB @ Diller-Odell 
6:00/7:00 

 
FCCLA DLC @  

SCC-Milford 
 
 

SKIP Flu Clinic 

 

Senior High Quiz 
Bowl @ Seward 

VB Sub-Districts 

@ TBA 
 

EMF FFA 

Chapter  

Meeting in 

Exeter 4:00 

JH VB vs. Cross 

County 4:00 

VB @ Deshler 

5:30/6:30  

(Deshler/Meridian) 

 

FB Playoffs 1st 

Round TBD 

 

 

 

VB @ Silver 

Lake Quad  

4/5/6/7 

(Silver Lake,  

Heartland  

Lutheran, Deshler) 

VB District Final 

TBD 

VB Pioneer  

Conference 

Tournament  

TBA 

VB Pioneer Conf. Tournament TBA State Softball @ Hastings 

National FFA Convention—Indianapolis Oct. 27-30 

Red Ribbon Week Oct. 25-29



SINK THE FLU AND COVID-19, TOO! 
 

Public Health Solutions needs your help to wash out the Influenza and Covid-19 viruses. 

When more people receive the flu/covid-19 vaccine, many less people will become sick and 

thus there will be less people spreading these viruses to others. This is especially important 

if you are around infants 6 months or younger, immunocompromised individuals, or the el-

derly as they are at a greater risk to have serious complications due to influenza and coro-

navirus. 

Public Health Solutions District Health Department will again be offering flu immunization 

clinics for students at your school and will be offering Covid-19 vaccines to anyone with a 

returned consent form who is 12 years and up. Prior to the start of clinics, students will 

bring home consent forms and fact sheets explaining the importance of receiving flu im-

munizations. For the Pfizer consent, we have our vaccine fact sheet on our website: 

phsneb.org. We will also bring EUA fact sheets to the school for anyone who receives the 

Pfizer vaccine. Parents and guardians are encouraged to read the information carefully, 

complete and sign the consent form, and send it back to the school with their student.  

Sink the viruses and become a winner! All students who return a completed permis-

sion form AND receive the vaccine/vaccines on the day of the school clinic will be entered 

into a drawing for a $20.00 gift card. Do not let the viruses win! 

Public Health Solutions will be at your school on October 19, 2021.  

For more information, contact your school health office or PHS at 402-826-3880. 

Congratulations to our Friend Public School seniors who were recognized as 

local winners of the 2021-22 US Bank Believers & Achievers Award: 

Elijah Black, Christian Weber, & Vivian Weber. 

It's a great day to be a Bulldog!   



Don’t forget about the  

Flu Clinic at  

Friend Public School on 

Tuesday, October 19. 

Reminder to have your  

student bring a copy of   

his/her insurance card. 



Kindergarten loved dressing up for Homecoming Week!  

Color Day-RED 
GO Bulldogs!!  GO Bobcats!! 





Homecoming Week at Friend Public School was packed with fun and excitement! The week consisted of daily dress 
up days, a pep rally at the end of the school day on Friday, and coronation and a dance following the football game 
Friday night. 
 

The Student Council Homecoming Committee decide on the theme “Bobcat Victories for Decades to Come.” 
Each class from 9th – 12th grade then chose a decade to decorate their hallway and plan a lip sync around.  
 

The week began Sunday afternoon when the classes gathered at the school to practice their lip syncs and decorate the 
hallways according to the decade each class chose. It is always amazing to see the creativity of the students to trans-
form the hallways in a few short hours! 
 

The dress up days from Monday through Friday consisted of Pajama Day, Color Day, Dress as Your Decade Day, 
Throwback Thursday (dress in old Bulldog gear), and Bobcat Attire Day. All students from Pre-K through 12th and 
even the staff (!) went above and beyond donning costumes to show their school spirit and support for the Bulldogs 
and Bobcats this week!  
 

On Friday afternoon, Vivian Weber emceed the Student Council Homecoming Pep rally in which students, staff, and 
community members were entertained with games, trivia, lip syncs, a Royalty roast, and a special skit by the senior 
parents!  
 

After the exciting, nail-biting Homecoming game against Thayer Central where the Bobcats were victorious over the 
Titans, the Homecoming Court was introduced, and the King and Queen were crowned. The 2021 Court consisted of 
five deserving seniors selected by the student body: Cameryn Brandt, JB Drake, Cooper Girmus, Christian Weber, 
and Vivian Weber. The king and queen crowned this year were JB Drake and Cameryn Brandt. 
 

The week concluded back at the school where the students danced the night way! The dance floor was rocking until 
midnight! I am sure the students were appreciative of having Saturday and Sunday to recuperate from Homecoming 
festivities planned by the Student Council! 
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Friend Public Schools         
501 South Main St.   
P.O. Box 67                             
Friend, NE 68359  

 

Staff:  
Amy Kohtz 

Students:  

Zayde Arp - 7th Grade 

Shelby Steyer - Junior 


